
 

CORPORACION MUNICIPAL PARA EL DESARROLLO SOCIAL DE  

VILLA ALEMANA 

LICEO BICENTENARIO TECNICO PROFESIONAL “MARY GRAHAM” 
Almirante NEFF Nº 655 Villa Alemana. Fono (32) 324 34 68 

Porvenir Nº 1135 Villa Alemana Fono (32) 3243469 
 

 

 1 

     Worksheet 
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Using Modals 

 
Modals are auxiliary (helping) verbs that change the meaning of other verbs.  They can express ability, 
opinion, possibility, expectation, prohibition, or necessity.  They can also express degrees of certainty.   

 
1. to express present or past ability or 

capability                                                             
(can, could, be able to) 

Some animals can predict earthquakes up to five days before 
one happens. 
 
An Italian scientist said he was able to predict the L’Aquila 
earthquake by measuring the changes in radon gas.  
 

2. to give an opinion or state a conclusion 
(should, will, ought to, must) 

• This use is common in argumentative or 
opinion essays, especially in the theses 
statement or conclusion. 

 

In sum, 16-years-olds should be able to vote in national 
elections. 
 

3. to hedge, or to make information sound 
less certain or direct                                          
(may, can, could, might, should) 

• Academic writers use hedging to soften 
their ideas or to acknowledge 
uncertainty. 

 

Some people believe that urban farming could solve many of 
the world’s hunger problems. 
 

4. to express necessity or a requirement               
(must, have to, ought to) 

• Use must and have to for the present and 
future tenses.  Use had to for the past 
tense. 

• The negative modals must not and not 
have to have different meanings.  Must 
not refers to prohibition, and not have to 
refers to lack of necessity. 

 

The dust storms last year were so bad that everyone had to 
wear masks on their faces. 
 
The researchers must not reveal the results of the 
experiment until they have analyzed all the data. 
 
Since they had enough data, the researchers did not have to 
repeat the experiment. 

5. to express a future plan                                                 
(will) 

This paper will compare daily life in Tokyo with daily life in 
Beijing. 

 
 

Estimados alumnos y alumnas el objetivo de esta guía es: 

• recordar modals. 

• identificar según contexto el uso de ellos  
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1. Read each sentence.  Underline the correct modal in parentheses. 
  
1.  Many people think that elementary schools (should / may) provide more instruction on the dangers of tobacco. 
 
2.  Early cell phone batteries lasted longer than smartphone batteries.  You (were not supposed to/did not have to) 

charge them every day. 
 
3.  People are living longer these days.  More people (could / should) live to be over 100 in the future. 
 
4.  Early cell phones (were not able to / must not) connect to the Internet.  
 
5.  After the government passes the new carbon emission laws, all businesses (can / will have to) pay fines if they 

(cannot / must not) stay within the new limits. 
 
6.   I believe that students (should not / could not) wait until middle school to study a foreign language. 
 
7.  After Hurricane Katrina in 2005, people who lost their homes (had to / could) move to temporary housing 

outside of New Orleans. 
 
8.   After getting a speeding ticket, you (could / must) pay a fine within a specified amount of time.  

 
 
2. Complete each sentence with your own ideas.  Use a modal that expresses the purpose in parentheses  

 
1. Fifty years ago, people ______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ (express ability in the past) 

2. Most instructors believe that students _________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ (give an opinion) 

3. In the future, this city _______________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ (hedge) 

4. To perform well on tests, students _____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ (express a necessity) 

5. Next month, ______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ (express a future plan) 

 

 

 

 


