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     Worksheet 

Subject: Social Communicative English  Class: Senior  
Teacher: Ana Carolina Tapia H. Skill:  Writing 

Unit: 1 Topic: Writing about the past 
Worksheet: 2 Class: June 12th   

 
 

 

 

 

 

Using Simple Past 
The simple past is commonly used in writing to express an action completed in the past. It is  used: 
1. In narratives to report historical or past events  

 
PAST                                       NOW                    FUTURE 
 
The first televised presidential debate occurred in 
1960 between John F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon. 

2. to explain how an event occurred After an unusually heavy rainfall, the river overflowed 
its banks and flooded the town. 

3. In reports to describe methods or results of 
experiments 

Seventy-five students completed a survey on their use 
of technology for assignments.  

4. to introduce or cite another person’s academic 
research. 

In her article, the author started that current research 
on the topic is inadequate. 

Using Past Progressive 
The past progressive is used less commonly in writing.  It expresses an action in progress in the past. It 
is used: 
1. to show an action in progress that was interrupted 

by an action in the simple past 
 
 
   PILOT WAS LANDING 
 
         TIRE BLEW OUT 
 
  PAST                                 NOW                       FUTURE 
 
One of the front tires blew out while the pilot was 
landing the plane. 

2. to provide background information in a narrative As President Kennedy stepped off the plane in Dallas, 
people were cheering and clapping. 

3. to show an action in progress at a specific time in the 
past 

At 10:30, the crowd was gathering outside the town 
hall.  

Notes 
1. Clauses in the past progressive often begin with as, while, or when. 
2.  With a series of verbs in the past progressive, it is not necessary to repeat was or were. 
                       Audience members were taking notes, texting, and surfing the Internet. 

Estimados alumnos y alumnas el objetivo de esta guía es: 

• recordar estructura y uso de los tiempos verbales simple past and past progressive. 

• identificar según contexto el correcto uso de los tiempos verbales mencionados, 

• analizar estrategias de redacción en un texto narrativo.  

El trabajo lo debes hacer en tu cuaderno con letra legible para poder leer sin problema los ejercicios que te 

pida le saques foto y me lo envíes a mi correo electrónico para revisarlos. 
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1. Fill in the blank with the correct simple past form of the verb in parentheses. Use not when it is given.  
 
1. A study by Manhattanville College ________________________ (find) that pet owners _____________ (be) 

more satisfied with their lives. 

2. On August 5, 1914, workers ____________________ (install) the first electric traffic signal in Cleveland, Ohio. 

3. In the experiment, psychologists __________________________ (ask) participants to rate people’s friendliness 

by the color of their clothing. 

4. Alexis de Tocqueville, a French sociologist, ______________________ (come) to the United States in 1831.  In 

1835, he _______________________ (write) Democracy in America, a book about Americans’ views on 

business, politics, and religion. 

5. Because Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak ___________________________ (not, have) enough money to start 

Apple, they __________________________ (sell) some of their personal belongings in order to raise money. 

6. While he _____________________________ (be) in prison in the 1930s, the infamous Chicago criminal Al 

Capone _________________________ (begin) to suffer from dementia.  He _____________________ (die) of 

cardiac arrest in Miami in 1947. 

7. When the stock market prices ___________________________ (decrease) in 2007, many investors panicked 

and ___________________________ (begin) selling their stock. 

8. In 2012, the U.S. men’s soccer team __________________________ (not, quality) for the Olympics.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Common Error    Is the simple past form correct? 
                                                                                                       explained 

• One group of scientists noted that global warming did explain the decrease in ice thickness in 

the Arctic. 
    

• In contrast, another group of scientists stated that fossil fuels such as coal and natural gas did 

not contributed to global warming.                                              
                     contribute 

REMEMBER: The verb must agree with the subject. 

Common Error    Is the past progressive form correct? 
                         living                                          

• He was live in Washington D.C. when he decided to run for political office. 

• In the early 1960s, politicians were worked to pass civil rights legislation. 
                                                                       working 

 

REMEMBER:  Use was / were + verb + -ing with the past progressive. 
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Common Error    Do you need simple past or past progressive? 
                               were crossing                                                                                   sank 

• The soldiers crossed the Potomac in a storm when their boats were sinking. 
                                                              were waiting 

• At 6:30 a.m., hundreds of voters waited in line at the election polling stations. 
                                                                                                        saw 

• Upon their arrival in the colonies, the English settlers were seeing Native Americans for the 

first time.                    

 

 

REMEMBER:   

• Use simple past for a completed action or action that interrupts another action already in 

progress. 

• Use past progressive for actions that were in progress at a specific time in the past. 

• Nonaction verbs (verbs that describe a state) are usually not in the past progressive form.  

 

Common Error    Are verb tenses consistent? 

                                                                                                                                                                   was 

Barack Obama was elected president in 2008.  He became president in January 2009, and he is 

president for eight years.  

 

REMEMBER:  Do not change from one tense to another without a good reason. 
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2. Multiple Choice.  Choose the letter of the correct answer.  (lo revisamos en la clase) 
1. Leonardo Da Vinci both recorded his ideas and _____ pictures of them in a notebook. 

a. was drawing b. drew c. was drew d. did draw 

 

2. The National Defense Act of 1935 ____ the construction of six new air bases in the United States. 

a. was authorized b. was authorizing c. did authorize d. authorized 

 
3. On May 7, 1915, as the ocean liner Lusitania ________ near the coast of Ireland, a German U-boat sank the 
ship with torpedoes. 

 

4.  In 1975, the results of a four-year study ______ that the subjects who reduced their salt consumption lowered 
their blood pressure by more than 6 percent. 

a. were showing b. showed c. was showing d. was showed 

 

5.  Cellist Yo-Yo Ma, who was born in France to Chinese parents, _______ in the United States. 

a. was grown up b. was growing up c. grew up d. did grew up 

 
3. Building Greater Sentences.  (mándalo con el texto a mi correo)   

Combine these short sentences into one sentence. You can add new words and move words around, 
but you should not add or omit any ideas. More than one answer is possible, but these sentences 
require past verb forms. Do it in your copybook. 

 
1.   a.  Florida biologists put a collar on an endangered male panther.  
  b.  This occurred in early 1986. 
  c.   The biologists monitored the panther for almost nine years. 
  d.  The panther died in 1994. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

a. was sailing b. sailing c. did sail d. was sailed 

2. a.  A marine biologist was looking for whales. 
 b.  This was off the Washington coast.  
 c.   She spotted a group of dolphins. 
 d.   The dolphins were rare. 

3. a.   The Titanic sailed from England to the United States. 
 b.  This was in 1912. 
 c.   The Titanic hit an iceberg. 
 d.  The iceberg was huge. 
 e.  The Titanic sank.  
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 4. Read the paragraph. Then follow the directions in the 10 steps to edit the information and 
composition of this paragraph. Write your revised paragraph in your copybook.  
Be careful with capitalization and punctuation.  (lo revisamos en la clase) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1.  In sentence 1, the word huge sounds informal and conversational.  Change huge to the more formal 

academic adjective important. 

2.  In sentence 1, add the word extremely in the correct place and change history to the history of the 

world. 

3.  Begin sentence 2, with the transition on that date and add the correct punctuation. 

4.  The Archduke was with his wife.  Add with his wife before in an open car in sentence 3. 

5.  The teenager also shot the Archduke’s wife.  Add and the Archduke’s wife to sentence 4.  

6.  Combine sentences 3 and 4.  Begin the new sentence with While and add the correct punctuation. 

7.  Sentence 5 is wordy.  Rewrite it so that it has only one subject and one verb. 

8.  In sentence 6, add the adjective single before event and the adjective political before actions. 

9.  There is no transition between sentences 6 and 7.  Begin sentence 7 with the prepositional phrase 

on July 28 and add the correct punctuation. 

10. Combine sentences 8 and 9 into one sentence.  Then combine sentences 11 and 12 into one 

sentence using the word although. 

 
The Beginning of World War I 

 
     1June 28, 1914, was a huge date in history.  2Archduke Ferdinand of Austria-

Hungary was visiting Sarajevo, which is in Bosnia-Herzogovina. 3The Archduke was 

riding through the city in an open car.  4A teenager shot the Archduke.  5He killed the 

Archduke, and he also killed the Archduke’s wife.  6This event caused a series of 

actions that resulted in the start of World War I.  7Austria-Hungary declared war on 

Serbia.  8A week later, Germany, Russia, and France were involved.  9Belgium, 

Montenegro, and Great Britain were also involved.  10This war lasted four years and 

resulted in the deaths of millions of people.  11Most people have heard about this 

war.  12Very few actually know how the war began. 

NARRATIVE PARAGRAPH 
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5. Original Writing.  (mándalo a mi correo a más tardar el miércoles 17 de junio)  

 
In your copybook, write a narrative paragraph (at least six sentences) about an important 
or well-known historical event or cultural aspect of your country.  Use at least two 
examples of past verbs and underline them; try to use more if possible. 
 
Here are some examples of how to begin. 

• On August 5, 2010, the entire world watched the rescue of the men trapped in Chile’s 

San José mine. 

• All of Cuba cheered when two of its boxers, Robeisy Ramirez and Roniel Iglesias won 

Olympic gold medals in 2012. 

• The Japanese art of origami began in the 6th century and, over the years, spread to 

countries throughout the world. 

  

Please, take a picture of your paragraph and send it to my email as soon as possible. 
Be sure that I can read it.  Please use a pen and clear handwriting.  
 
My email is:   ana.tapia@marygraham.cl  
 
 
 
 


	was

