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Worksheet 

Subject: Social Communicative English  Class: Senior  
Teacher: Ana Carolina Tapia H. Skill:  Writing 

Unit: 1 Topic: Writing about the present 
Worksheet: 1  Class: May 22nd   

 
 

 

 

 

 

Using Simple Present 

The simple present it is used: 
1. to write about general truths and facts that are not 

limited to a specific time 
It takes about 12 hours for your body to digest a meal. 

2. to write about a repeated or habitual action Every fall, Canadian geese fly south for the winter. 

3. to cite a source Sleep researchers say that most people dream four to 
six times per night. 

4. to give details about information from a book, poem, 
or film 
• We use simple present because an event in a book or 

film remains the same every time we read or see it. This 
is called the literary present. 

In “The Story of an Hour,” Mrs. Mallard learns of her 
husband’s death, but she does not feel sad. 

 

Note 
Stative (non-action) verbs describe a state, rather than an action. They usually take the simple present form of 
the verb. 
The most common ones are: 

be (exist) consist of dislike realize seem want 

belong depend on include recognize understand  

 

Using Present Progressive 

The present progressive is not as commonly used in writing as other verb forms. However, it is 
used: 
1. to describe events in real time In some countries, people are paying more taxes than 

ever before. 

2. to write about the continuation of an event Temperatures are continuing to rise because of global 
warming. 

 
Using Present Perfect 

The present perfect is used to write about past events that are still relevant now. It is used: 
1. to write about an event that happened in the past 

and continues until now 
Alaska has been a U.S. state since 1959. 
Alaska has been a U.S. state for more than 50 years. 

2. to write about a very recent past event that is 
important to the current discussion 

The government has passed a new tax law that will 
have an immediate impact on citizens. 

Estimados alumnos y alumnas el objetivo de esta guía es: 

• recordar estructura y uso de los tiempos verbales simple present, present progressive, y present perfect, 

• identificar según contexto el correcto uso de los tiempos verbales mencionados, 

• analizar estrategias de redacción en un texto descriptivo.  

El trabajo lo debes hacer en tu cuaderno con letra legible para poder leer sin problema los ejercicios que te 

pida le saques foto y me lo envíes a mi correo electrónico para revisarlos. 
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1. Fill in the blank with the correct simple present, present progressive, or present perfect form of the verb in 
parentheses. Use not when given. More than one answer may be possible. 
 
1. In his poem “The Raven,” author Edgard Allen Poe __________________________ (use) numerous symbols to 

express loneliness. 

2. Global sea levels ____________________________(rise) rapidly since the beginning of the 21st century. 

3. Historians ____________________________ (begin) to study some alternative causes of World War I. 

4. Unfortunately, people from developing countries ___________________________ (not, have) the same 

opportunities as those in wealthier nations to start small businesses. 

5. In that country, government regulations ____________________________ (not, allow) politicians to accept 

contributions from private companies. 

6. As governments spend more money on cancer research, medical professionals _________________________ 

(conduct) more extensive studies on possible cures. 

7. Because people’s desire to explore space is stronger than ever, astronomers _____________________ (work) 

on a new super telescope. 

8. In his book The Art of Happiness, the Dalai Lama _______________________________ (state) that we can train 

in happiness much like we can train in any other skill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Common Error    Does the verb agree with the subject? 
                                                                speak 

• The people of Northern Africa speaks French, Arabic, and some Italian. 
                                 is 

• The family are emigrating from the country because of the war. 
                                             have  

• Students in Canada has studied a second language for many years. 

 

REMEMBER: The verb must agree with the subject. 

Common Error   Do you need simple present or present progressive? 
                                                                  tastes 

• Naan, a common Indian bread, is tasting delicious because it is cooked over a fire. 

 

REMEMBER:  Stative verbs are usually in the simple present. 

Common Error    Do you need simple present or present perfect? 
                                                                        has increased 

• The number of biomedical engineers increases significantly since 2005. 

 

REMEMBER:  With for or since, use the present perfect.  Do not use the simple present. 
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2. Multiple Choice.  Choose the letter of the correct answer.  (lo revisamos en la clase) 
1. Tataouine _____ a region of Tunisia where the original Star Wars was filmed. 

a. is b. are c. has been d. are being 

 

2. Because the number of people who die from cancer is increasing, doctors ____ to find the cure. 

a. race b. races c. is racing d. are racing 

 
3. Internships give students valuable work experience, but university students who have internships while they 
are studying ________ a lot of free time. 

 

4.  Anthropologists who want to learn more about ancient man typically ______ to the frozen area of the Alps for 
their research. 

a. travels b. travel c. is traveling d. are traveling 

 

5.  Psychologists these days _______ the connection between income level and happiness. 

a. research b. researches c. have researched d. are researching 

 
3. Building Greater Sentences.  (mándalo con el texto a mi correo)   

Combine these short sentences into one sentence. You can add new words and move words around, 
but you should not add or omit any ideas. More than one answer is possible, but these sentences 
require the simple present. Do it in your copybook. 

 
1.   a.  Florence is a city.  
  b.  Florence is an Italian city. 
  c.   Florence is famous. 
  d.  It is the birthplace of the Renaissance. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

3. a.  Music therapy is helpful. 
 b.  Music therapy helps people. 
 c.   These people have depression. 
 d.  Research has shown this. 

 

a. does not have b. do not have c. is not having d. are not having 

2. a.  The U.S. Constitution is a document. 
 b.  It is fairly long. 
 c.   It is easy to understand. 
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 4. Read the paragraph. Then follow the directions in the 10 steps to edit the information and 
composition of this paragraph. Write your revised paragraph in your copybook.  
Be careful with capitalization and punctuation.  (lo revisamos en la clase) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1.  In sentence 1, change an to probably the most. 

2.  In sentence 2, change it to this organ. 

3.  In sentence 2, change the word inside to throughout. 

4.  Combine sentences 3 and 4 using while. Make any other necessary changes. 

5.  In sentence 5, change our lungs to each lung.  

6.  In sentence 6, change the respiratory system to individuals’ respiratory systems. 

7.  In sentence 7, change moves to flows. We usually use this verb when referring to blood. 

8.  In sentence 10, the phrasal verb picks up is repetitive.  Change picks up to collects. 

9.  Sentence 11 ends with the phrase in order to have a better understanding of both the heart and the 

blood that pumps through our veins. Move this phrase to the beginning of the sentence to improve 

sentence variety.  Pay attention to punctuation. 

10. In sentence 12, change the phrase the functions of the heart to the way the heart functions. 

 
The Human Heart 

 
     1The human heart is an amazing organ.  2It is responsible for pushing blood inside 

the circulatory system. 3The left side of the heart pumps blood to the entire body.  

4The right side pumps blood to the lungs to receive oxygen.  5Our lungs do two things: 

they receive oxygen when we inhale and remove carbon dioxide when we exhale.  

6Inside the lungs, the respiratory system interacts with the circulatory system.  7Then 

the blood moves to the right side of the heart into a filling chamber, which is called 

the right atrium.  8With each individual heartbeat, blood moves from the right atrium 

into a pumping chamber.  9After that, the blood picks up oxygen.  10Once the blood 

picks up oxygen, it pushes back to the heart, filling another chamber, which is called 

the left atrium.  11Doctors want to expand their research into the blood circulation of 

the heart in order to have a better understanding of both the heart and the blood 

that pumps through our veins.  12The functions of the heart are truly amazing. 

DESCRIPTIVE PARAGRAPH 
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5. Original Writing.  (mándalo a mi correo)  

 
In your copybook, write a descriptive paragraph (at least six sentences) about the 
characteristics of a particular person or thing.  Use at least two examples of the simple 
present and one example of present perfect and underline them. 
 
Here are some examples of how to begin. 

• A good leader possesses three main characteristics. 

• In order to be a successful student, one should do three things. 

• A smart phone has several important functions. 

  
Then take a picture of your paragraph and send it to my email before May 27, 2020. 
Be sure that I can read it.  Please use a pen and clear handwriting.  
 
My email is:   ana.tapia@marygraham.cl  
 
 
 
 


